
 ABOUT THE COMMON CORE STANDARDS: 
 
The Common Core State Standards Initiative is a state-led effort coordinated by the National Governors Association Center 
for Best Practices (NGA Center) and the Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO). The standards were developed in 
collaboration with teachers, school administrators, and experts, to provide a clear and consistent framework to prepare our 
children for college and the workforce. 
The NGA Center and CCSSO received initial feedback on the draft standards from national organizations representing, but 
not limited to, teachers, postsecondary educators (including community colleges), civil rights groups, English language 
learners, and students with disabilities. Following the initial round of feedback, the draft standards were opened for public 
comment, receiving nearly 10,000 responses. 

The standards are informed by the highest, most effective models from states across the country and countries around the 
world, and provide teachers and parents with a common understanding of what students are expected to learn. Consistent 
standards will provide appropriate benchmarks for all students, regardless of where they live. 

These standards define the knowledge and skills students should have within their K-12 education careers so that they will 
graduate high school able to succeed in entry-level, credit-bearing academic college courses and in workforce training 
programs. The standards: 

• Are aligned with college and work expectations; 

• Are clear, understandable and consistent; 

• Include rigorous content and application of knowledge through high-order skills; 

• Build upon strengths and lessons of current state standards; 

• Are informed by other top performing countries, so that all students are 
prepared to succeed in our global economy and society; and 

• Are evidence-based. 

OVERVIEW: 
Reading 

• The standards establish a “staircase” of increasing complexity in what students must be able to read so that all students are 
ready for the demands of college- and career-level reading no later than the end of high school. The standards also require 
the progressive development of reading comprehension so that students advancing through the grades are able to gain 
more from whatever they read. 

• Through reading a diverse array of classic and contemporary literature as well as challenging informational texts in a range 
of subjects, students are expected to build knowledge, gain insights, explore possibilities, and broaden their perspective. 
Because the standards are building blocks for successful classrooms, but recognize that teachers, school districts and 
states need to decide on appropriate curriculum, they intentionally do not offer a reading list. Instead, they offer numerous 
sample texts to help teachers prepare for the school year and allow parents and students to know what to expect at the 
beginning of the year.  

• The standards mandate certain critical types of content for all students, including classic myths and stories from around the 
world, foundational U.S. documents, seminal works of American literature, and the writings of Shakespeare. The standards 
appropriately defer the many remaining decisions about what and how to teach to states, districts, and schools. 

Writing 

• The ability to write logical arguments based on substantive claims, sound reasoning, and relevant evidence is a cornerstone 
of the writing standards, with opinion writing—a basic form of argument—extending down into the earliest grades. 

• Research—both short, focused projects (such as those commonly required in the workplace) and longer term in depth 
research —is emphasized throughout the standards but most prominently in the writing strand since a written analysis and 
presentation of findings is so often critical. 

• Annotated samples of student writing accompany the standards and help establish adequate performance levels in writing 
arguments, informational/explanatory texts, and narratives in the various grades. 

 


